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Imagine---Making Ageless Evangelism & Spiritual Growth a Priority! 
by Bob Chism, CAM 

 
Intentional encore generation evangelism is one of the greatest areas for  
church growth for the next three decades based on trend analysis. “ 
 
The large Boomer generation will become more receptive to the gospel. … 
we are seeing indications that the Boomers may actually become  
more interested in spiritual matters in general and Christianity specifically.  
If so, this trend will be counter to other trends, where adults tend to become  
less receptive to the gospel as they age. The Baby Boomers have tried it all  
and found no joy. They may likely turn to the hope of the gospel” according  
to by LifeWay Christian Resources. © 2010 ChurchCentral.com 
 
At the Village Church of Gurnee August 21, 2010 Summit in Gurnee, IL  
Dr. Amy Hanson presented her decade changing strategies for the local  
church from her new book, Baby Boomers and Beyond including encore 
generation evangelism and spiritual growth a priority! 
  
One approach might be to create an Encore electronic publication devoted to  
the Boomers and Builders in the second half of life who wish to intentionally  
evangelize among (to, with, and by) older adults; serve and honor God  
intergenerational; develop a Christ-centered retirement life style; or help  
recruit, develop, and place catalytic (spiritually passionate, visional, and  
entrepreneurial) adult leaders. There are many opportunities for family  
service in the second half of the life cycle. Working with the pastor in  
charge of family service, the publication could be a beacon of awareness  
to highlight and feature service opportunities including, but limited to 
  

o Life Course Ministry 
o Ageless Encore Generation Evangelism 
o Positive Longevity Attitude 
o Finishing Well 
o Intergenerational Sensitivity  
o Generosity and Benevolent Life Style  
o Retirement Planning  
o Grand Parenting  
o Grief Share   
o Addictive Behavior 
o Military Family Support 

 
Recruitment, equipping, and placement of interested adults within these  
and other areas is an essential strategy to this decade changing electronic  
spiritual growth publication technique. 
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What does age or aging have to do with it? Absolutely nothing, according to  
Chris Holck in the EFCA Encore Final Report, “The common denominator to  
qualify is “more discretionary time”. Other signals of “middlescence” include  
a sense of creeping (maybe charging) obsolescence in career, a nest that is  
empty, grand parenting, a lack of stamina, more thoughts about retirement,  
and finishing well. Just the fact that one begins thinking about the finish line  
(or death to be blunter) indicates some crossing over a mid-point in life.  
 
Encore is more a lifestyle and less a program. You don’t start participating  
when you turn 50 or even 62; you start when you have more discretionary time. 
 
Encore Generation Evangelism 
 
One approach might be to emphasize intentional encore generation evangelism 
for the first few issues, while introducing evangelistic tools:  

 
o Benefits in being an active Christian 
o Important Evangelism Points 
o Reasons given for not being a Christian 
  

By prayer and with God’s help, what are you going to do about it? 
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