
Planning What God Wants 

 

How many of you, struggle with the question “What 
is God’s plan for me?” Google had 19,400,000 hits 
in 65 seconds. This tells me that the question is 
relevant to many people. Not only for the Christian, 
but to the unchurched, those in debt, those 
repositioning into the second half of life and those 
wanting to leave a legacy. 

God Wants You 

To become His child 

To love Him and your neighbor 

To glorify Him in what you do 

To serve Him 

To be with Him in heaven for eternity 

Salvation 

Salvation requires the following: 

Belief & Faith 

Repentance 

Confession 

Baptism 

By taking these steps by the Grace of the Father, 
Son and the Holy Spirit, we receive the gifts of the 



Holy Spirit while on Earth until human death, and 
while in Heaven, spiritual life for eternity. 

Life planning is about both spiritual and human life, 
the hereafter and the now. With the stock market so 
uncertain, I can recommend no other investment 
paying a better return, the Holy Spirit on earth and 
Eternity with God. 

Salvation is the first step. Jason Cater, Pastor of 
Worship Ministries of Village Church of Gurnee, 
Illinois, suggests there are seven responsible 
actions plus one by me to do while on earth: 

Pray 

Read and know the Bible 

Worship 

Stewardship 

Serve (Minister) 

Witness (Evangelize) 

Fellowship (identification with the body) 

Don’t divorce, cohabitate, watch pornography, 
or continue with any additive habits 

Stewardship 

Financial planning involves starting at a young age 
with a budget and always avoiding debt. Christian 
budgeting involves knowing God owns everything 
and we are merely His stewards. It is important to 
use His assets to their fullest for Him, family, 
business and community.  

In Basic Ministry for the Second Half of Life there’s 
A Budget provided in the Appendix. According to 
Ken Horn, A Budget is worth the value on the book. 
New Beginnings offers a free Basic Ministry for the 
Second Half of Life e-book copy. 

One of the bigger benefits of a budget is the 
financial security, contentment, and unleashing the 
power generosity. 



Here are spending guidelines from Dave Ramsey’s 
Financial Peace University: 

Charitable Giving           10-15% 

Saving / Investing            5-10 

Housing                          25-35 

Utilities                             5-10 

Food                               5-10 

Transportation               10-15 

Clothing                            2-7 

Medical/Health                5-10 

Personal                         5-10 

Recreation                      5-10 

The Bible has this to say about budgeting: 

Get Out of Debt: “The rich rule over the poor, 
and the borrower is the slave of the 
lender,” Proverbs 22:7 (NRSV). 

Act Your Wage: “A foolish man devours all he 
has,” Proverbs 21:20 (NIV). 

Get on Budget: “For which of you, intending to 
build a tower, does not sit down first 
and count the cost, whether he has enough to 
finish it,” Luke 14:20 (NKJV). 

Save and Invest: “In the house of the wise are 
stores of choice food and oil,” 
Proverbs 21:20 (NIV). 

Give: “Bring all tithes into the storehouse, that 
there may be food in My house,” 
Malachi 3:10 (NKJV). 

Dave Ramsey recommends the following for 
financial peace: 

Ownership: We will transfer ownership of all 
we have back to the Lord. 

Management: We will tell money where to go. 



Freedom: We will live more simply and work 
toward eliminating debt. 

Foresight: We will save and invest (not hoard) 
for the future needs of our family. 

Legacy: We will pass on biblical counsel and 
tangible resources to loved ones. 

Generosity: We will support the work of Christ 
and help others by giving unselfishly. 

Possibly, the most critical issue in later life planning 
is early and proper preparation. Christ’s Church of 
Oronogo in Missouri offers a free spiritual gifts test. 
The Spiritual Gifts Inventory is a discovery tool that 
provides you with a personalized analysis. It is not 
a test, rather a simple questionnaire consisting of 
108 questions which provides a profile of your God 
given spiritual gifts. Discovering and exercising 
your God-given spiritual gifts allows you to 
experience maximum fulfillment with minimum 
frustration in your Christian life and ministry. When 
you have completed the questionnaire, you will be 
able to view a bar graph of your scores for each 
gift, a description of your dominant gift, and several 
pages of personal analysis. You will also have the 
opportunity to print out the results. 

The following exercise provides a simple second 
half of life evaluation and balancing method: 

Evaluate Importance/ Effort/ Satisfaction of 
each life area with a 10 for most important and 
with a 1 for least important (10 may be used 
more than once): 
Evaluate First Half of Life Areas: 

Career/ Work 

Charity/ Community 

Church/ Religion/ Spiritually 

Education/ Growth 

Family/ Relatives 



Financial/ Money 

Friendships/ Relationships 

Health/ Fitness 

Home/ Relocation 

Leisure/ Recreation 

Romance/ Spouse 

Evaluate Second Half of Life Areas: 
Is there balance? 

What areas may have been neglected? 

What do you want to do? 

What do you enjoy most? 

What people or causes do you wish to help? 

How do you wish to be remembered? 

Do you need to make money? 

Activities: 
Arts &Crafts 

Act 
Draw 
Paint 
Photography 
Writing 

Employment/ Business Venture/ Self-
Employment 

Part/Full 
Current Profession/New Field 
Freelance 
Teach 
Consult 

Education 
Advanced degree 
Certificate/License 
Online/Campus 
Self-help books/workshops 
Small group 

Physical/Sport 



Bicycling 
Fish 
Golf 
Swimming 
Walking/Hiking 

Hobbies 
Board games 
Collecting 
Facebook page/Website 
Gardening 
Scrapbooking 

Relationship 
Alumni associations 
Charitable organizations 
Extended family/relatives 
Faith-based organizations 
Service groups 

Travel 
Family (Grandchildren, Children, Parent) 
Trips: Historical Sites, Learning Vacations, 
Missions Trip, and National Parks 

Volunteer/Mentor 
American Red Cross (www.redcross.org) 
Environment Alliance for Senior 
Involvement (www.easi.org) 
Feeding the Hungry 
(www.feedingamerica.org) 
Habitat for Humanity (www.habitat.org) 
Retired and Senior Volunteer Program 
(www.senior.gov) 

Spiritual/Faith-Based 
Christian Grandparenting Network 
(www.christiangrandparenting.net)  
New Beginnings 
(www.gonewbeginnings.org) 
YES! Young Enough to Serve 
(www.yestoserve.org) 

Implementing Second Half of Life Areas Plan: 
Select three activities 



Create a schedule 
Share plan for Support, Advice, 
Companionship, and Inspiration 

Legacy planning is more about who rather than why 
of conventional estate planning. It is value-based 
planning. Options include: 

Interfamily communication 

Spending time 

Sharing life lessons plus family stories 

Coordinating sentimental property 

Legacy planning is anything handed down from one 
generation to the next. It can be heredity (green 
eyes), inheritance (dollars and cents) or heritage 
(spiritual). Spiritual legacy is the most important 
from my perspective: 

Make time for family 

Know actions teach louder than words. 

It is never too soon to begin teaching salvation 
and stewardship. 

The local church is an ally. 

Be happy and laugh a lot. 

Dave Ramsey has this to say about legacy: 

Snares and Dares: Learn what the Bible has to 
say about wealth and faithful, 
stewardship and some untrue toxic beliefs 
society have about wealth. 

The Pinnacle Point: Learn how to invest 
wisely. 

The Law of Great Gain: Learn the keys to 
contentment. 

The Road to Awesome: Learn the five stages 
of life. 

Safeguarding Your Legacy: Learn how to live 
and leave a legacy with your family 



and future generations. 

Generational Legacy: Learn the keys to basic, 
successful estate planning and 
generational wealth. 

Called to Generosity: Learn how to become 
generous. 

Estate Planning, for some, is primarily tax driven. 
However, for the Christian steward, the estate 
planning process is relationship driven. We desire 
to be in proper relationship in our stewardship trust 
given by God, therefore we plan in advance to 
assure that leaving assets behind blesses our 
family and our ministries—thus strengthening 
relationships rather than harming them. 

For most, estate planning is not as complicated or 
costly as feared. For others, it can require complex 
documents and involve multiple professional 
authorities. In either case, good life stewardship 
includes a plan of distribution for when we no 
longer need the assets God has entrusted to us 
recorded in a will. 

Basic to every estate plan is a will. In Basic Ministry 
for the Second Half of Life there is provided an 
Estate Planning Information Guide in the Appendix.  

Funeral planning is a labor of love to give guidance 
and direction to loved ones when they need it the 
most by relieving the emotional burden of decision-
making and allowing them to support your wishes 
regarding your final plans. Most people should start 
thinking about pre-planning their funeral in their 
forties Here’s how to do it: 

Write down your funeral plans. Write down all the 
details, including the kind of service you want 
(religious, secular, etc.), where and how you want 
to be buried, whether you want a public viewing 
and the funeral home you’d like to use. Keep these 
directions in a safe place where your family can 
easily access them upon your death.  



Pre-pay for as much as you can. Many funeral 
homes will let you pre-pay for the funeral service 
and related items, and many cemeteries will let you 
pre-pay for the plots,” This way, your family will 
have little, if any, bills upon your death. 

Service Opportunities 

Adult wellness and caring: 

Addictive behavior 

AD and other dementia 

Communication 

Cultivation of an inter-generational culture 

Death and dying preparation 

Effective disciple-making 

Fall prevention 

Grief share 

Mental issues 

Nutritional issues 

Physical issues 

Sexuality issues 

Sleep issues 

Social issues 

Spiritual issues 

Establishment of a system to have meaningful 
contact with those leaving full-time employment and 
six months thereafter 

Evangelism to the unchurched 

Grandparenting 

Helping oneself and others finish extremely well 

Individual lay ministry leader philosophy 

New beginnings and positive longevity attitude 
nurturing 



Practicing stewardship and service: 

A benevolent and generous lifestyle 

Volunteering and working alongside gifted 
pastors 

Longevity Response-Ability Crusade 

USA Mission Harvest Campaign 

Key Takeaways 

Complete your personal salvation 

Discovering His plan for you. For me the 
following scriptures outline His plan for me: 

The Ten Commandments 
Exodus 20:1-17 (NIV) 

The Building of His Church Commission 
Matthew 16:18 (NIV) 

The Great Commandment 
Matthew 22:37-40 (NIV) 

The Great Commission 
Matthew 28:19-20 (NIV) 

The Stewardship Commandment 
Colossians 3:23–24 (NIV) 

The Longevity Response-Ability 
Commission John 3:16 (NIV)/ 2 Corinthians 
12:9 (NIV) 

Pray for His strength to booster your courage 

Read and study the reassurances in the Bible 

Let family know your desires in dying. This will 
be reassuring to you and help them with the 
healing process and better prepare them for 
their own passing one day  

Provide your loved ones an estate plan, an 
executor document locator and a funeral plan. 



"Remember that when you leave this earth, 
you can take nothing that you have received... 

but only what you have given." 
―Francis of Assisi 


