
The Essential Ingredients 
for Second-Half Ministry 

 

The first half of life has many challenges of 
career, marriage and family, stewardship, 
materialism, and entitlement. 

The second half of life has many new 
additional challenges of ageism, older parents, 
grandchildren, longevity response-ability and 
protirement. 

Longevity has created a new life stage called 
elderhood (65-84), life after the public sector. 
These second-halfers are searching for 
answers. They are on a journey to balance 
their discretionary time with what is 
important and what is satisfying. They are 
healthy, wealthy and knowledgeable. They 
are incensed with being given children’s 
clip art Christain educational material, 
spoken down to, marginalized, and labeled 
old, as if birth age was meaningful as what 
individuals are capable. They are 
determined to make a difference, their way. 

  



A Lot More Action 

God has given us on average of an additional 
30 years of life. The similarity between the 
weather and longevity is that it is talked about 
but nothing is done about it. What is needed is 
less talk and much more action. I like what 
Pastor Rick Warren has to say, “Doers love 
God with their strength. They are the energetic 
activists of life — the achievers, the 
accomplishers, the worker, and the people that 
push things forward and make things happen 
in the practical sense of life. The world needs 
contribution. We don’t just need 
communication, compassion, and 
consideration. We’ve got to get to work and do 
it! We need people of action. We need people 
with initiative, energy, action, and a bias for 
achievement...when you become a believer, 
your past is forgiven, you have a reason for 
living, and you have a home in Heaven...your 
personality doesn’t change. God doesn’t slow 
you down when you come to Him. He just 
changes your direction. In fact, He wants to 
empower you. Remember, you got your 
personality from Him. God doesn’t want to 
make you a clone of everybody else in the way 
that you worship and serve and love Him. He 
wants you to serve Him with your personality. 
Not only that, but He will strengthen your 
personality, not dampen it. He’s going to make 
you more you than you’ve ever been before.” 

  



The Essential Ingredients 

Much has been written on second-half ministry, 
but much less about implementation of the 
essential ingredients. 

Ward Tanneberg, Executive Director of 
Christian Association Serving Adult (CASA) 
Ministries Network, recently wrote in an article 
entitled, “The Report Card Doesn’t Look 
Good.” What are the missing ingredients [to 
Second-Half Ministry]? With all his training and 
experience I know Ward knows the answer. Do 
you? If not, a new book entitled The Essential 
Ingrediets for Second-Half Ministry by Robert 
W. Chism has the answers for you. 

The Longevity Response-Ability 
Commission 

John 3:16 (NIV) tells us, “For God so loved the 
world that he gave his one and only Son, that 
whoever [YOUNG and OLD] believes in him 
shall not perish but have eternal life, 

The Great Commission 

“Go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father, and of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit and teaching them to 
obey everything I have commanded you,” 
Matthew 28:19-20 (NIV). 

Salvation requires: 

Belief & Faith 

Repentance 

Confession 

Baptism 

By taking these steps by the Grace of the 
Father, Son and the Holy Spirit, we receive the 



gift of the Holy Spirit while on Earth until 
human death, and while in Heaven, spiritual life 
for eternity with Jesus. With the stock market 
so uncertain, I can not recommend any other 
investment paying a better return than the Holy 
Spirit and Eternity. 

The Stewardship Commandment 

“Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, 
as working for the Lord, not for human 
masters, since you know that you will receive 
an inheritance from the Lord as a reward. It is 
the Lord Christ you are serving,” Colossians 
3:23–24 (NIV).  

One of the most essential lessons of life is 
financial responsibility. It is absolutely 
necessary to live within ones means and plan 
for now and the future. Building wealth is about 
stewardship, not ownership, Psalm: 24:1 
(KJV). 

God provides a clear formula in the Bible for 
financial peace. The Bible mentions money 
over 800 times.Wealth building is a Holy 
activity according to Proverbs 10:4 (NIV). Many 
believe that everyone’s wealth should be 
equal, but the Bible says otherwise in Matthew 
26:6 (NIV). 

Nowhere in the Bible does it say being poor is 
good or growing wealth is wrong. The Bible is 
clear. All good things are of God. During our 
life-time, we are His stewards as to all His gifts. 
We are merely stewards of what God has 
entrusted to us. As caretakers, it is important 
that we use His assets to their fullest potential 
during our lifetime for our personal, family, 
business, and charitable interests. 



The Essential Ingrediets for Second-Half 
Ministry was written in such a way that the 
proposition is present and the solution 
provided. Reiteration is used as a teaching 
method to reinforce ideas, theory, and 
experience. The solution can be used as a 
draft report as a guide for implementation of a 
second-half ministry action plan. 

Every effort was made in the book to make the 
reader not only a believer, but a DOER in 
implementing the essential ingredients for 
second-half ministry. 

Nothing just happens. Everything is planned to 
happen. The book challenges and provides an 
action plan for taking back America as a 
Christian nation, challenging ageism, and 
making a difference as elderhood, protirement 
bonus year adults for Church and Nation. 


